CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


The Hunchback of Notre Dame (Gary Trousdale and Kirk Wise, 1996, 91 min.)

Adapted from the novel Notre Dame de Paris by Victor Hugo.
Cast:


Quasimodo (Tom Hulce)


Frollo (Tony Jay)


Clopin (Paul Kandel)

Hugo (Jason Alexander)


Victor (Charles Kimbrough)

Laverne (Mary Wickes)

Archdeacon (David Ogden Stiers)

Quasimodo's Mother (Mary Kay Bergman)

Esmeralda (Demi Moore)

Phoebus (Kevin Kline)

Esmeralda singing (Heidi Mollenhauer)

The Old Heretic (Gary Trousdale)

Baby Bird (Frank Welker)

Oafish Guard (Bill Fagerbakke)

Abstract (Adapted from Netflix.com and IMDB.com):

Inspired by Victor Hugo's classic novel, this Oscar-nominated film from Disney brings to life the heroic adventures of Quasimodo, Notre Dame's gentle, crippled bell ringer. When Quasi (voiced by Tom Hulce) defies the evil Frollo (Tony Jay) and ventures out to the Festival of Fools, the cruel crowd jeers at him. Rescued by a fellow outcast, the gypsy Esmeralda (Demi Moore), and befriended by a handsome soldier, Phoebus (Kevin Kline), Quasi soon finds himself battling to save the people and the city he loves from Frollo's cruelty.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in The Hunchback of Notre Dame? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are sexuality, race, and class constructed in The Hunchback of Notre Dame? Consider especially this week’s reading. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing sexualities, races, and classes.

3.  How does this film adaptation of Victor Hugo’s Notre Dame de Paris differ from the original text? How is it similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  What does The Hunchback of Notre Dame teach audiences about love, family, and friendship? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which The Hunchback of Notre Dame was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 1996? Or today?

6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

